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VITAL  STATISTICS  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ...  THORNTON  CONJOINT  HOSPITAL. 

Total  available  Beds,  31.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

/AEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1910. 

^ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Clayton 
Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  during  the  year  ended  December 
31st,  1910. 

Population. 

The  population  of  your  District  I estimate  at  5,362,  being  the 
same  as  for  the  preceding  year. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  58— 
26  Males,  32  Females — a decrease  of  23  on  a similar  period  for  the 
previous  year  and  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  your  district.  Of  the 
births,  8 — 1 male,  7 females — were  at  Highgate  Road. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  being  10  80  per  1,000  per  annum — 
As  compared  with  former  years  : — 

1910  1909  1908  1907  1906  1905 

10  80  15T0  14-01  16-28  16-38  21-53 

illei^ltlinat©  Births. 

7 took  place  during  the  year — 6 at  Highgate  Road,  and  1 in  the 
District. 

Still-births. 

6 still- births  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  143— 
78  males,  65  females  - a decrease  of  34  on  the  previous  year.  Of 
the  deaths,  44  were  in  your  District — 21  males,  23  females  — At 
the  Union,  99  deaths  occurred — 57  males,  42  females.  To  the 
deaths  in  the  District  must  be  added  12  of  residents  taking  place  in 
various  Institutions — 1 in  Thornton  Hospital,  1 in  the  Bradford 
Infirmary,  1 in  a nursing  home  in  Bradford,  5 in  the  West  Riding 
Asylums,  and  4 in  the  Clayton  Union.  Making  12  in  all,  and  a 
corrected  death-rate  of  10-44  per  1,000  per  annum,  being  the  lowest 
death-rate  recorded  during  the  last  10  years. 
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As  compared  with  former  years  : — 

Death-rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 


1910  1909  1908 

1907  1906 

1905 

8-20  11-93  12-31 

1041  8-00 

12-69 

The  total  number  of  inquests 

held  during  the 

year  was  7 — an 

increase  of  4 on  the  previous  year 

; 6 were  held 

in  the  District, 

and  1 at  the  Union.  The  natural  increase  in 

the  population. 

as  measured  by  excess  of  births  over 

deaths,  was  2. 

1910  1909  1908 

1907  1906  1905 

2 8 9 

31  44  45 

Of  the  deaths,  the  ages  are  as  follows  : — 

Per  Annum 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  7,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  1-30  per  1,000 

1 year  and  under  5 years  3, 

>) 

0-55 

5 years  and  under  15  years  1, 

j ’ 

0-18 

15  years  and  under  25  years  2, 

j j 

j j 

0-37 

25  years  and  under  65  years  12, 

?} 

5 5 

22-87 

65  years  and  upwards  ...  19, 

J5 

>5 

35-43 

Causes  of  Death. 

Measles  ...  

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 add  1 for  corrected  rate 

Influenza 

2 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Gastritis 

1 

Phthisis 

0 add  1 

j j 5 j 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

1 

Cancer...  ...  ...  . . 

4 add  1 

Bronchitis 

7 

Pneumonia 

3 

Alcoholism 

1 

V enereal  Disease 

1 

Suicide 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

Heart  Disease... 

3 add  1 

>)  )> 

Senile  Decay  ... 

3 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

4 add  1 

)>  )) 

Brain  Softening 

1 

General  Paralysis 

0 add  2 

j j 

Kidney 

1 add  1 

>>  ) j 

Other  causes  ... 

6 add  4 

44  12 

56 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  were  7 — an  increase  of  2 
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on  the  previous  year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  being  120*68  per 
1,000  births  registered.  Compared  with  former  years  : — 

igio  1909  1908  1907  1906  1905 

120*68  61  72  135*13  69-76  81*39  98-30 

The  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were  as  follows  : — 

Premature  Birth,  1 Syphillis,  1 

Whooping  Cough,  1 Pneumonia,  1 

Diarrhoea,  1 Other  causes,  2 

Pulmonary'  Diseases  (Includiiig  Phthisis  Pulmonalis). 

The  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  diseases  of  the  lungs  was 

10,  including  1 in  the  Union  Infirmary  of  a Clayton  resident  ; 

1 was  due  to  Phthisis,  3 to  Pneumonia,  and  7 to  Bronchitis.  The 
Phthisis  death-rate  being  0*18  per  1,000  per  annum,  compared 
with  : — 

1910  1909  1908  1907  1906  1905 

0*18  1*11  0*56  Q*75  0 19  096 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  Cancer  was  5 ; a decrease 
of  2 on  the  previous  year. 

Heart  Disease. 

4 deaths  were  due  to  various  forms  of  Heart  Disease,  a decrease 
of  5 on  the  preceding  year. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

2 deaths  occurred  from  notifiable  infectious  illnesses  during  the 
year.  There  was  1 death  from  Diphtheria,  1 death  from  Scarlet 
Fever — giving  a death-rate  of  0*37  per  1,000  per  annum,  compared 
with  former  years  : — 

1910  1909  1908  1907  1906  1905 

0*37  0-18  0*75  0 0*57  0*57 

The  number  of  infectious  illnesses  reported  was  22  ; as  com- 
pared with  16  for  1909.  An  increase  of  6 on  the  previous  year. 
The  great  increase  has  been  in  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  although 
a severe  outbreak  of  this  infectious  illness  has  prevailed  in  Bradford 
and  the  surrounding  districts  during  the  year,  we  have  been  free 
from  anything  like  an  epidemic. 

12  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed  to  Thornton  Joint 
Hospital.  Compared  with  previous  years,  the  following  table  shows 
the  number  and  varieties  : — 


Diphtheria  ... 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

5 

2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

6 

3 

10 

58 

9 

Enteric  Fever 

...  3 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Puerperal  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total  22 

16 

15 

20 

70 

22 
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Diphtheria. 

5 cases  were  reported  with  one  death.  Since  the  introduction 
of  Antitoxin,  we  have  not  the  fear  now,  we  once  had,  of  a great 
mortality-rate  in  this  disease.  We  must  look  now  for  greater  results 
in  improved  Sanitation.  4 of  the  cases  notified  were  removed  to 
Hospital  with  one  death,  this  case  was  practically  morbid  when 
admitted  and  death  took  place  early  on  the  following  day. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

12  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  with  one  death.  No 
means  of  contagion  could  be  traced,  the  cases  occurring  in  widely 
different  Parts  of  the  District.  All  precautionary  measures  were 
adopted.  We  had  2 cases  in  January,  1 in  February,  3 in  March, 
3 in  April,  1 in  May  then  we  were  free  till  the  end  of  September, 
the  next  2 cases  being  1 in  October  and  1 in  November.  6 cases 
were  removed  to  Hospital.  In  my  opinion  the  continued  spread  of 
the  infection  is  due  to  personal  contact,  probably  handed  on  by  very 
mild  and  unrecognized  cases,  the  families  affected  being  associated 
by  proximity  of  dwelling.  On  the  question  of  hospital  isolation,  it 
is  essential  and  most  important  that  when  a disease  which  is  charac- 
terized by  the  facility  of  spreading  from  person  to  person  breaks  out 
in  an  household,  the  person  attacked  should  be  isolated,  if  the 
disease  is  to  be  prevented.  In  an  ordinary  working-class  dwelling 
such  isolation  is  rarely  practicable  and  all  such  cases  should  be 
removed  to  the  Hospital,  if  the  medical  officer  is  satisfied  that,  after 
consulting  with  the  Medical  Practitioner,  proper  isolation  cannot 
efficiently  be  carried  out  at  Home. 

Enteric  Fever. 

3 cases  were  reported  during  the  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  only  1 case  occurred  in  the  District  The  other  2 cases  were 
notified  from  the  Union  Infirmary,  both  contracted  the  disease 
outside  your  district  and  traceable  to  direct  causes.  1 Union  case 
and  the  district  case  were  removed  to  the  infectious  Hospital. 

Erysipelas, 

2 cases  were  reported  during  the  year  — l from  the  Union 
Infirmary  and  1 in  the  District.  • 

iieasles. 

During  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June  we  had  an  epidemic 
of  this  infectious  illness  with  1 death.  17  cases  were  reported  from 
the  Church  School,  infants’  department.  Standard  I.  Number  on 
roll  37,  number  absent  21,  and  all  children  under  5 years  of  age, 
unless  they  were  known  to  have  previously  had  the  disease,  were 
excluded  from  both  the  Church  and  Council  Schools,  infants’  depart- 
ment. By  the  measures  we  adopted  we  were  fortunate  in  preventing 
the  spreading  of  the  infection  to  the  other  Schools  in  the  District. 
If  we  are  to  prevent  these  frequent  epidemics,  the  last  one  being  in 
1907,  when  the  disease  attacked  both  the  Church  and  Council 
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Schools,  infants’  and  mixed  department,  we  must  prevent  the  oppor- 
tunities which  very  young  children  have  of  meeting  together  in  closed 
Schoolrooms  and  other  assembling  places.  Nothing  short  of  the 
permanent  exclusion  from  School  of  children  under  5 years  of  age, 
will  help  to  reduce  the  mortality  rate  from  Measles. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Following  on  the  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  earlier  months  of 
the  year,  an  epidemic  of  Chicken  Pox  prevailed  in  your  District 
during  the  months  of  September,  October,  November,  and  December, 
The  outbreak  has  been  confined  exclusively  to  the  children  attending 
the  infants’  department  of  the  Clayton  Council  School.  There  were 
a few  cases  during  the  Summer,  but  when  the  School  re-opened  after 
the  holidays,  it  spread  and  became  an  epidemic,  altogether  between 
30  and  40  children  have  been  affected.  This  meant  an  absence  from 
School  of  every  child  so  affected  at  least  3 weeks.  Every  precaution 
was  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection  and  the  Schoolrooms 
have  been  fumigated  on  several  occasions.  No  further  cases  have 
been  reported  since  the  closure  of  the  School  for  the  holidays,  which 
in  my  opinion  has  been  most  effectual  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
the  epidemic. 

Buildings. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  during  1910.  Plans  have  been 
passed  for  9 cottages  in  Pasture  Lane,  which  are  now  in  course  of 
construction.  There  are  many  private  streets  in  a very  insanitary 
condition,  not  being  paved,  channelled,  and  flagged  as  required  by 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Drainage. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  made  during  the  year,  but  572  yards  of 
drains  were  laid  to  houses,  20  houses  had  their  sinks  trapped.  A 
pleasing  feature  is  that  274  houses  are  now  fitted  up  with  baths, 
which  is  a step  in  the  right  direction.  Two  storms  overflows  have 
been  constructed  with  the  hope  that  they  would  prevent  the  flooding 
of  property,  1 on  the  main  sewer  at  Green  End  and  1 on  the  main 
sewer  in  Pasture  Lane. 

Ashpits  and  Olossts. 

6 W.C.’s  and  7 waste  water  closets  have  been  constructed  in  place 
of  defective  privies.  Four  dust  bins  and  2 new  ashpits  have  been 
built  in  the  place  of  defective  ashpits.  A few  still  require  recon- 
struction. 672  ashpit-privies  are  still  in  use  in  the  District. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

I am  pleased  that  Bye-laws  have  been  compiled  to  regulate  to 
the  Council,  the  duty  of  supervising  the  production  and  distribution 
of  the  milk  trade  in  your  District.  Since  registration  of  the  cow- 
keepers  and  dairymen  has  been  in  force,  a marked  improvement  has 
been  effected,  many  of  the  milkers  wear  clean  aprons  whilst  milking, 
and  the  cattle  are  better  groomed.  The  mistals  are  kept  in  a more 
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cleanly  condition  and  the  milk  vessels  are  better  protected  from  dust 
and  flies.  Many  of  the  farms  require  a suitable  room  to  store  the 
milk  and  milk  vessels  in.  as  a kitchen  is  not  a proper  place  to  keep 
milk  in  for  human  consumption. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  marked  improvement  reported  last  year  is  still  maintained ; 
whitewashing  being  frequently  done,  the  floors  are  kept  in  a good 
sanitary  condition  and  the  utensils  are  kept  cleaner.  Visits  are 
frequently  made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering. 

Cemeteries. 

Nothing  new  is  to  be  recorded.  The  question  of  a new  Public 
Cemetery  being  still  under  consideration  by  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. 

The  public  supply  has  been  continuous  throughout  the  year. 
Two  samples  were  sent  for  analysis  on  June  23rd.  Sample  (a) 
taken  from  the  service  pipe,  Clayton  Council  School.  Sample  (b) 
taken  from  a similar  source  from  a house  at  Nab  End,  Clayton 
Heights.  The  analyst  reported  as  follows  (a)  “ This  is  a remark- 
ably pure  water,  it  is  also  very  soft  and  is  admirably  suited  for  both 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes.”  (b)  “ This  is  a water  of  high 
organic  purity,  it  is  also  very  soft,  it  is  admirably  suited  for  drinking 
and  domestic  puposes.”  Our  water  being  plumbo-solvent  is  hardened 
by  pure  carbonate  of  lime  (86  p.c.  of  carbonate)  being  added  before 
it  leaves  the  waterworks.  Samples  of  water  taken  from  widely 
different  parts  of  the  District  from  time  to  time  are  sent  for  analysis 
by  the  county  analyst. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

A systematic  inspection  of  the  workshops  and  bakehouses  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  workshops  are  kept  clean, 
whitewashing  being  regularly  carried  out. 

The  bakehouses  are  in  a good  sanitary  condition  and  well 
equipped  for  the  work. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 

Your  Council  has  commenced  a systematic  inspection  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes  in  your  District.  17  houses  were 
inspected  during  the  month  of  December.  No  houses  visited  were 
found  unfit  for  habitation.  One  was  found  to  have  defective  drain- 
age Several  were  found  to  have  defective  slating  and  troughing 
out  of  repair.  My  report  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  your 
Building  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  TAITE  BECKETT,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.M., 
Liverpool  University. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

POR  YEAR  ENDING,  DEC.  31st,  1910. 


Number  of  Houses  in  the  District 

,,  Fresh  and  Waste  Water  Closets 

,,  Privies  with  moveable  receptacles 

,,  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  .. 

,,  Houses  with  Baths 

,,  Inspections  made  to  Storm  Overflow  ..  Sewers 

,,  ,,  ,,  House  ..  ..  ..  Drains 

,,  ,,  ,,  during  repairs,  to  Privies  and  Ashpits  .. 

,,  Privies  and  Ashpits  emptied 

,,  Loads  of  Ashpit  refuse  Removed 

,,  Loads  with  Scavenging  Cart  on  Fridays 

,,  Notices  served  on  persons  to  reconstruct  Drains  in  place  of 

defective  ones,  and  connect  the  same  to  Councils  Sewer 

,,  Persons  who  have  carried  out  Drainage. . 

Earthenware  Pipes  laid  to  Houses  in  place  of  defective  Drains  yards 

House  Drains  Ventilated 

,,  ,,  Trapped  , , 

Inspection  Chambers  constructed 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  disconnected 

,,  Traps  fixed  .. 

,,  Surface  Water  Grates  fixed 

Houses  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever  12,  Tuberculosis  i,  Diptheria  2 
National  School  disinfected  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  Measles 
Council  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Chicken  Pox.. 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital,  4 Diphtheria,  6 Scarlet,  2 Enteric, 

Cases  isolated  at  their  homes,  6 Scarlet  Fever,  i Diphtheria,  2 Erysipelas 
Case  isolated  at  the  Union,  Enteric  i 
Number  of  Privies  and  Ashpits  repaired  . . 

,,  Dustbins  in  place  of  defective  Ashpits  . . 

,,  New  Ashpits  ,,  ,,  ,, 

,,  New  Water  Closets  in  place  of  defective  Privies  . . 

,,  New  Waste  Water  Closets  ,, 

,,  Notices  requiring  abatement  of  Nuisances 

,,  Nuisances  abated 

,,  Nuisances  not  abated  .. 

,,  Smoke  observations 

,,  Slaughter  Houses 

,,  visits  to  Slaughter  Houses 

„ Houses  supplied  with  water  from  Council’s  Mains 
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During  the  year  two  Storm  Overflows  have  been  fixed  on  the 
main  sewers,  one  in  Pasture  Lane,  and  the  other  at  Green  End. 
The  works  in  Pasture  Lane  included  37  yards  of  18"  stoneware 
pipes,  1 lamphole,  and  1 overflow  chamber. 

The  works  at  Green  End  included  115  yards  of  18"  stoneware 
pipes,  2 lampholes,  and  1 overflow  chamber. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Persons  registered  as  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen 

M ..  ,,  M and  Purvey- 

ors of  Milk 

,,  Persons  registered  as  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 

,,  Inspections  made  during  the  year 

,,  Notices  served  on  perspns  requiring  them  to  put  their 

premises  in  proper  condition  for  the  protection  of  Milk 
against  Infection  . . 

,,  Notices  attended  to  . . 

,,  Notices  not  attended  to 

,,  New  Manure  Pits  in  place  of  defective  ones 

Earthenware  Pipes  laid  in  place  of  defective  Drains  . . yards 

Number  of  Traps  fixed  .. 

New  Place  for  Washing  and  Storing  Milk  Vessels  . . 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WYLD,  A.R.San.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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